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FOREWORD 
 
 

The Asian Rural Sociology Association (ARSA) was formed in 1992 by a group of 
Asian who participated in the World Congress of International Rural Sociology 
Association (IRSA). The formation of ARSA was deemed necessary to cultivate the 
development of rural sociology as a science; extend the possible application of results of 
scientific inquiry to the improvement of the quality of rural life; and, exchange and 
generate meaningful scientific founding for the rural development of Asia. 

 
ARSA regularly holds its International Conferences to provide a forum for its 

members and other interested individuals to share recent developments in rural 
sociology, and tackle issues and concerns that revolved around rural sociology in Asia.  
ARSA has already organized three International Conferences. The 1st International 
Conference was held in Kasetsart University, Thailand in 1999 with the theme 
“Globalization and Rural Social Change”. The 2nd International Conference was 
organized with the theme “Prospects of Asian Rural Sociology for the 21st Century” and 
was held in Indonesia in 2004. The 3rd International Conference was held in Sanhe, 
China in 2007 with the theme “Competitiveness and Human Insecurity in Rural Asia”. 

 
For the fourth time, ARSA organized the International Conference on September 7-

10, 2010 at the Bicol University, Legapzi City, Philippines with the theme “The 
Multidimensionality of Economy, Energy and Environmental Crises and their 
Implications to the Rural Livelihoods”. The 4th International Conference served as a 
forum to: a) share experiences in implementing innovative rural development programs 
in response to the energy, economic and environmental crises in Asia; b) discuss the 
role of rural sociology in the energy, economy and environmental discourses; and, c) 
discuss the climate change issues and their impacts to the rural livelihoods. 

 
The Conference was organized into plenary/keynote presentation, and 

parallel/simultaneous paper presentations that revolved around the subthemes, namely:  
innovative rural development programs in response to energy, economic and 
environmental crises; locating rural sociology in energy, economic and environmental 
discourses; and climate change issues and their impacts to rural livelihoods. 

 
The keynote and parallel presentations indicated that the Asian rural society has to 

deal with social, economic, political and cultural issues brought about by modernization 
towards the 21st century.  While some developed countries in Asia, such as Japan and 
Korea, have resolved the agrarian-related issues and concerns, their rural societies are 
now confronted with aging and declining population. These issues bring us to the 
questioning of the reproducibility of rural society under the project of modernity, on the 
one hand, and the beginning of a new life under the post-modern period, on the other.  
Thus, the recent developments now are along the areas of retirement farming, citizen 
farming, the birth of a producer, among others. 

 
 
 



Meanwhile, the other Asian rural societies which have yet to resolve the agrarian-
related issues, focused their initiatives towards achieving economic development either 
through the conventional methods of production and enhancement of market integration, 
or pursuing sustainable development endeavors. 

 
The Asian rural society used to be organized along the many variants of social 

capital.  However, these have diminished because of the transformation or shift from the 
traditional approach to more modern ways of life. Social capital in its modern variant 
could be tapped to solve conflicts, prevent a disease, enhance the adoption of 
sustainable agriculture and organic farming, manage natural resources, and many more.  
Several papers in this conference dwelled along these areas. 

 
Today, the Asian rural society is confronted with a new set of socially-constructed 

problems such as climate change, disasters, and natural resources management.  
Relative to these, we have to understand how our consumptive behavior affects our 
renewable and non-renewable resources to ensure sustainable development. But at the 
same time, we begin to reconsider the idea that after all, there are relationships between 
humanity’s actions and natural phenomena. This highlights the blurring of boundaries of 
the physical, biological and social sciences today.  Many papers presented in the 4th 
International Conference attest to this reality. 

 
We hope that this Conference Proceedings will serve as a vehicle to help build the 

body of knowledge of rural sociology in Asia. May this also inspire not only the rural 
sociologists, but also other development-oriented individuals to continue the quest for 
sustainable development in Asian rural societies. 
 
 
 

THE EDITORS 
 

 



  
CONTENTS 

 
  Page 

 
 

KEYNOTE PAPERS 
  
Socioeconomic Reality of Agricultural/Rural Development and Rural 
Sociologists Roles in Globalizing Era 
Yoshio Kawamura 
 

 
1 

The DBP-Forest  Program: Responding to the Call for Environmental 
Protection and Poverty Alleviation 
Aurora C. Maghirang 
 

 
11 

Climate Change, Energy, and Rural Livelihoods: Planning for Resilience 
Graeme Lang and Joann Chow 
 

24 

Agribusiness and Public Policies: Navigating the Dramatic Changes in 
the Agri-food Systems in the Asia-Pacific Region 
Jayson Cainglet 
 

 
53 

GENDER ROLES IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Social Roles of the Indigenous Women in Occidental Mindoro, 
Philippines:  Issues, Concerns, and Policy Implications 
Susanita G. Lumbo, Mary Yole Apple M. Declaro, 
Venessa S. Casanova, and Elmer G. Ruedas 
 

   
   73 

The Hanunuo Women’s Perspectives of Environmental Protection and 
Upland Farming Systems in Occidental Mindoro, Philippines 
Susanita G. Lumbo 
 

 
   82 

 

Work and Life Balance of Female Farmers and Workers in Japan: 
A Comparative Analysis 
Michi Tsutsumi 
 

 
   94 

The Role of Women in Environmental Conservation in Sorsogon 
Province, Philippines 
Glenton O.  Guiriba 
 

 
  106 

Management Practices and Needs of Women Farmers in Occidental 
Mindoro, Philippines: Their Implications to Rural Livelihood 
Susanita G. Lumbo, Mary Yole Declaro and Venessa S. Casanova 
 

 
  113 

 
 

 



  Page 
 
 
 
Social Network: An Effective Communication for Stopping Teenage      
Pregnancy  
Phasuk Kaewcharoenta 
 

 
 

  123 

Livelihood of Elderly Citizens and Trends for Increasing Suicides in 
Thailand 
Duangkamol Poonual and Patcharin Sirasoonthorn 
 

 
 

  131 

SOCIOCULTURAL AND POLICY ISSUES ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
  
Sociocultural Factors Influencing Fishers’ Participation in Coastal 
Resource Management in Anini-y, Antique, West Central, Philippines 
Ma. Eva. T.  Aldon, Dianne H. Tormon and A. C. Fermin 
 

 
  143 

Poverty and Phenomenology of Rights in Southeast Asia: 
Justice and Rural Development in the Philippines 
Atsushi Miura 
 

 
  154 

Social Assistance Policy for Family Members of Suicide: 
Experiences from a Community in Phichit Province, Thailand 
Rungtiva Manovachirasun, Montri Kunphoonmmarl, 
Taweesak Siripornpibul and Chommanard Wannapornsiri 

 
  165 

 
Primary Education and Economic Development in Nepalese Rural 
Village:  Focusing on Talku Dudechaur Village, Nepal 
Saraswoti Bharati 
 

 
 

  178 

Social Relationships Formed Through Maize Cultivation in a Mien 
Hillside Village, Northern Thailand 
Takashi Masuno 
 

 
  190 

A Comparative Analysis of Volunteer Tourism in Two Conservation 
Areas in Thailand and Vietnam 
Patcharin Sirasoonthorn and Nathalie Coren 

 
  201 

 
The Social Insecurity in Mae La Temporary Shelter, Thasongyang 
District, Tak Province, Thailand 
Bandan Buadaeng, Taweesak Siriporniboon and Patcharin Sirasoonthorn 
 

 
 

  212 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  Page 
 
 
 
TRADE, INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Changes of Silk Production and Trade Structure in China after the 
1980s 
Ni Hui 
 

 
  223 

 

Market Structure and Procurement System of Shrimp Export Industry in 
Bangladesh 
Shuraya Tasnoova, Tomoyuki Yukata and Izumi Iwamoto 
 

 
  236 

Changing Meanings of Boat Racing in Nan Province and their 
Implications for Thai's Creative Economy 
Ms. Rattanapoorn Thongkiew and Patcharin Sirasoonthorn 
 

 
  246 

Influence of Fishing Gears on the Excessive Use of Fishing Grounds in 
Batan Estuary, Central Philippines 
Ryutaro Kamiyama, Jon P. Altamirano, Keiko Yoshino and Hisashi Kurokura 
 

 
  254 

Developing Marine Fishery Reserves and Sanctuaries for Coastal 
Resources  Management: Lessons and Experiences in Bicol Region, 
Philippines 
Angelo P. Candelaria and Nestor W. Dullesco 

 
 

  263 

  
Policy Recommendations for Agricultural Drought: Case Study from 
Phichit Province, Thailand 
Gwyntorn Satean and Patcharin Sirasoonthorn 

 
  277 

 
From Rice Economy  to Oil Palm Plantation: Occupational Alternatives 
of Farmers in Pak Phanang District, Thailand 
Kanjana Laochockchaikul 
 

 
 

  287 

SOCIAL CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION I 
 
Implications of Social Change in the Cil, A Local Group in Coho, 
Vietnam 
Mamoru Honda 
 

 
 

  303 

From Men of Maize to Men of Coffee: Integrating the Mayan 
Indigenous Culture in the 21st Century of Multiculturalism in Guatemala 
Hideki Nakata 
 

 
  312 

Transformation of Life and Culture in North Tohoku Region, Japan as 
Influenced by the Modern Environmental Changes 
(PART 1.  Background Information and Purpose of Research) 
Takashi Sasaki, Toshiyuki Chiba, Eiko Kusaba, 

 
 

  323 



  Page 
Yoshinori Honma, Masashi Kawasaki and Reiko Osato 
 
 
Transformation of Life and Culture in North Tohoku Region, Japan as 
Influenced by the Modern Environmental Changes 
(PART 2. Residential Evaluation) 
Yoshinori Honma, Takashi Sasaki, Toshiyuki Chiba, Eiko Kusaba, Masashi 
Kawasaki and Reiko Osato 
 

 
 

  331 

Transformation of Life and Culture in North Tohoku Region, Japan as 
Influenced by the Modern Environmental Changes 
(PART 3. Changes in life, culture and industry for food and nutrition in 
the rural areas of Iwate Prefecture) 
Takashi Sasaki, Toshiyuki Chiba, Eiko Kusaba, Yoshinori Honma, Masashi 
Kawasaki and Reiko Osato 
 

 
 

 341 

Transformation of Life and Culture in North Tohoku Region, Japan as 
Influenced by the Modern Environmental Changes 
(PART 4. Maintaining Japanese rural folk culture) 
Eiko Kusaba,  Takashi Sasaki, Yoshinori Honma, Toshiyuki Chiba, Masashi 
Kawasaki and Reiko Osato 
 

 
 

  351 

Reforming China’s State-Owned Farms: State Farms in Agrarian 
Transition 
Q. Forrest Zhang 
 

 
  365 

Community-Level Natural Resources Management: Towards Food 
Security and Sustainable Livelihood 
Sayamol  Charoenratana 
 

 
  379 

SOCIAL CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION 
 
Scenario Analysis of Generational Change of Farmland Managers in a 
Depopulated Rural Community in Japanese Less-Favored Areas 
Ken-ichi Yonezawa and Midri Aoyagi-Usui 
 

 
 

  389 

The Life After a Great Transformation: Social Capital and Community 
Groups in  Rural Northeast Thailand 
Masatoshi Uehara 
 

 
  401 

Trends and Regional Conditions in Irrigation and Drainage Canal 
Maintenance in Japan 
Yasuko Honda 
 

 
  412 

Ways of Life of Khmer Diaspora Fishermen in Thailand 
Supawadee  Monnaramit 
 

  422 

 



 
  Page 

 
 
Assessing the Potable Water Consumption in the Selected Households 
in Sto. Domingo, Albay, Philippines 
Angelo P. Candelaria 
 

 
  429 

 

Status and Challenges of Building the Capacity of Young Women 
Farmers in Japan 
Kyoko Morofuji and Keiko Yoshino 
 

 
  444 

Reducing Poverty of Cocoa Smallholders in Desa Compong and Desa 
Maddenra, Indonesia 
Muhammad Arsyad 
 

 
  454 

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
 
 


